SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR


Dear Editor:
While I was pleased to read Haya El Nasser’s assertion that civic engagement is flourishing in the article “Beyond Kiwanis: Internet builds new communities,” (Nation, June 1) it’s clear that the author is not familiar with the organization cited in the headline, Kiwanis International. Within the Kiwanis organization we are witnessing the same changes in volunteerism as El Nasser details in the article, specifically moving activities online and creating smaller groups within a large group of members.
Despite the implication made in the headline and article, Kiwanis clubs and our Kiwanis-sponsored organizations are very much embracing the changing needs of today’s volunteers. In fact, several of our Kiwanis clubs are piloting online virtual meetings to allow members the benefits of being a Kiwanian no matter where their schedule or life takes them. We have also begun registering new Kiwanis members through our web site, www.kiwanis.org. These changes reflect Kiwanis International’s recognition that people must be allowed to “invest their time on their own terms,” as the article references. 

As El Nasser mentions, volunteers get involved when they want to change something that affects them directly. This idea is at the very core of the Kiwanis mission to change the world one community and one child at a time. Any community need can become a Kiwanis service project and, as a result, the nearly 600,000 members of the Kiwanis family dedicate more than 6 million volunteer hours, US$100 million and more than 150,000 service projects annually. These efforts range from local projects that strengthen communities and serve children to the a worldwide Kiwanis International service project with UNICEF that has raised more than $80 million in a global fight to eliminate iodine deficiency disorders, the leading preventable cause of mental retardation. 

Kiwanians also share El Nasser’s optimism about the involvement of younger generations. Our Kiwanis-sponsored organizations, such as Key-Club, Circle-K, K-Kids, Builders Club, etc., teach community service and leadership skills to elementary through college-age students and have grown more than 20 percent over the past five years. 
The Kiwanis answer to Putnam’s Bowling Alone is a goal of one million members by the year 2015, our 100th anniversary. We will do so, not by sitting in front of the television or computer screen, but by having real moments—moments our members refer to as “Kiwanis moments”—in which lives are being changed. 
Eddie Sigurðsson, Executive Director, Kiwanis International
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