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Thousands Unite to Change the World One Child and One Community at a Time at 90th Annual Kiwanis International Convention
WHAT:

· Thousands of volunteers gather to further the Kiwanis mission of changing the world one child and one community at time.
· Convention attendees will hear from guest speakers and participate in trainings as they celebrate 90 years of making a difference.
WHO:
· Approximately 5,000 Kiwanis volunteers, or “Kiwanians,” representing 8,600 local Kiwanis clubs from 96 countries and geographic areas.
WHY:  
· One of the world’s leading community-service organizations, Kiwanis International brings its members together to strengthen their bond and affirm their commitment to serving children and community needs through volunteer service projects.  
WHEN:

· Saturday, July 2 through Wednesday, July 6, 2005 
WHERE:

· Honolulu Convention Center, Honolulu, Hawaii
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
Affirmation of the Kiwanis Commitment to Children - A special session on Tuesday, July 5 will feature heart-warming stories from Kiwanis-family members and guest speakers; Alan Court, director of UNICEF’s New York Programme Division, and Marian Wright Edelman, founder and chief executive officer of the Children’s Defense Fund.
Discussion of Issues Affecting Children and Communities Worldwide - Through forums, workshops and roundtable discussions, convention attendees will address such issues as childhood obesity, literacy, vaccination and pediatric trauma.
Recognition of Heroism and Service - Kiwanis International will present awards to individuals who have performed service above and beyond the call of duty.

Election of Leadership and Organizational Business - Delegates will vote to elect individuals to serve in future leadership positions for Kiwanis International and will vote on issues affecting the International organization.

Performances by Local Entertainers - Convention attendees will get a feel for Hawaiian culture from local Honolulu entertainment groups such as the Royal Hawaiian Band, Halau Hula ‘O Hokulani and Danny Kalekini, Hawaii’s “Ambassador of Aloha.”
-more-

ABOUT KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL:

Founded in 1915, Kiwanis has been a pioneer in empowering community leaders dedicated to local and international community issues. Kiwanis members make their mark by responding to the needs of their communities and pooling their resources to address worldwide issues. Globally, the entire Kiwanis family has focused humanitarian efforts on eliminating iodine deficiency disorders (IDD), through the Worldwide Service Project, a US$75 million campaign in partnership with UNICEF which began in 1994. Through these efforts, Kiwanis International truly is "Serving the Children of the World." A typical Kiwanis club is a snapshot of its community, with members from all walks of life. They are unified in their belief that children and their communities benefit from the efforts of a proficient group of caring and involved volunteers.  The Kiwanis International family also includes several service organizations for young people, including Circle K, Key Club, Builders Club, K-Kids, Kiwanis Junior and Aktion Club.
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